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The primary purpose of corporate worship is for the community of
believers to perform priestly service to honor God, with both adoration
and action, for his goodpleasure. Everything donein worship should have
God as its focus; everything should be God-centered. The secondary
purposes Ñ of edification of the saints and witnessing to unbelievers Ñ
should follow from attending to the primary purpose. God will not share
honorduehim with anyone.

I. What Is Worship?

...ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and
come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holinessÉ
1Chr. 16:29

Worship is the act of declaring to God in thought, word, and deed His infinite worth;
affirming who He is and what He has done; and responding faithfully to Him in
repentance, praise, adoration, thanksgiving, and awe. It is the act of giving to Him that
which Hedeserves.

Worship is both personal and corporate: Personal worship is the informal, continual
response of the believer to the triune God who has created him in His own image,
redeemed him from slavery to sin and judgment, and conformed him to the likeness of his
Son by His gracious love. Corporate worship is the formal interaction between a bodyof
believers and God. Worship, like the Christian life in general, begins and ends in God,
who commands believers to worship Him in Spirit and in truth.

Corporate worship, then, is primarily faithful service to God, and not, as some express, Òa
time to befed.ÓAs we give God the glory He is due, we receive from Him that which we
need.
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II. Why Worship?

Jesus said to him, ÒAway from me, Satan! For it is written: ÔWorship the
Lord your God, andserve himonly.ÕÒ Matt. 4:10

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot beshaken, let us
be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe....
Hebr. 12:28

A. God commands us to worship. (Matt. 4:10)

God created man to worship Him. Fallen man, however, worships the creation rather than
the creator (Romans 1:25); indeed, heis incapableof the worship required by God.

B. God enables us to worship.

Those whom Christ has redeemed have been given new hearts and His Spirit, without
whom it is impossible to please God. Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that God desires
(even requires) believers to worship Him Òin Spirit and in truthÓ(John 4:24) Ñ both of
which are thegifts of God rather than the accomplishments of men.

C. God inspires us to worship. (Hebr. 12:28)

While we are commanded to worship God, worship is also the inevitable response of the
heart that knows God and has been called according to His purpose and saved by His
incomprehensible grace: We worship and love because He first loved us. We worship in
response to the great riches of His grace that hehas lavished uponuswho did not deserve
them!

D. God prescribes our worship.

Worship Ñ both personal and corporate Ñ is ordained and regulated by God. According
to Peter (1Peter 2:9), corporate worship is the priestly service of the community of
believers to honor God with both adoration and action to his exclusive good pleasure.
Everything donein worship, therefore, focuses on God and that which He desires. Its
primary purpose is to glorify Him.

In glorifying God through worship, however, a necessary outcome will be that believers
are edified, the bodyunified in fellowship, and visiting non-believers presented with the
truth of their relationship to God. Paul tells the Corinthians, Ò...and the secrets of [the
non-believerÕs] heart will belaid bare. So hewill fall down and worship God, exclaiming,
ÒGod is really among you!Ó(1Cor. 14:25) Thus, God uses worship to sanctify our hearts
and purify us for his purposes. Worship is, perhaps, the first of the goodworks that God
has prepared for usto walk in.
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III. When and Where Should We Worship?

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of
praise Ñ the fruit of lips that confess his name. Hebr. 13:15

Enter his gates with thanksgiving andhis courts with praise. Ps. 100:4

A. Continually

We are to offer continual worship to God individually, as a matter of lifestyle (Hebrews
13:15). In this regard, God calls us to worship Òin spirit and in truthÓat all times and in
all places.

B. Corporately

But we are commanded also to worship God corporately, with the community of
believers in the presence of God: ÒWhere two or three are gathered togetherÓin His
name, He is there among them. God commands us to Òremember the Sabbath, to keep it
holyÓ(Exodus 20:8) and to Ònot give up meeting togetherÓ(Hebrews 10:25); therefore,
we set Sunday aside to God and properly begin that day by worshiping together in His
presence. Corporate worship, then, is trialogue between worshipers and God and
between worshipers and each other. Finally, GodÕs command to worship corporately is
not met by such activities as attending Sunday School, participating in a Flock, or being a
member of a weeknight Bible study; while these are important means of fellowship and
instruction, they are notprimarily worship and must notbesubstituted for it.

IV. Who: Object, Participants, Leaders

But hesaid to me, ÒDo not do it! I ama fellow servant with you andwith
your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book.
Worship God!Ó Rev. 22:9

Let everything that hasbreath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD. Ps.
150:6

For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of
God, who glory in Christ Jesus, andwho put no confidence in the flesh Ñ
Phil. 3:3

A. Who is the object of worship?

God, alone, is worthy of worship, in the persons of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He
commands usto worship only Him. (Exod. 20:3:4; Rev. 22:9)

B. Who is to worship?

Scripture states that all of creation worships the Lord, calls for all men to worship Him,
and declares that someday all nations will do so; however, only the people of God, who
have been purchased for Him by the blood of Christ, are capable of true, God-honoring
worship, through the power of theHoly Spirit.
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Peter describes Christians as a Òroyal priesthoodÓand Òa holy nationÓ; therefore, it is the
duty of each believer, personally, as well as the church, corporately, to worship God in
spirit and in truth. This means that God requires the active, sincere participation of the
gathered believers in worshiping Him. The pastors, the minister of worship, other
worship leaders, and formal musicians only assist the congregation in offering sacrifices
of praise to God.

C. Who is accountable for the worship of the church?

The Session Ñ the body of elders given spiritual oversight responsibilities by God Ñ
will monitor and regulate the various elements of worship according to scripture, with the
assistance of the Worship Committee, the Senior Pastor, the Minister of Worship and
Music, and other ordained ministers of theWord at Chapelgate.

1. The Worship Committee

This committee of the Session, chaired by an elder, is responsible to encourage worship
in the Sunday services, in Flocks and small groups, and within the family. It is also
charged to assist the Session with their oversight of the preaching of the Word, the
administration of the sacraments, and all aspects of the corporate worship of the church.
In cooperation with the Minister of Worship and Music, the committeeÕs Sunday morning
responsibilities include making provisions for music, prayer, Scripture reading, service
design, and coordination of the ushers.

2. The Minister of Worship and Music

This staff member works directly with the Senior Pastor in planning and leading
corporate worship.

3. Musicians, Choirs, Soloists

All members of the congregation are to sing, pray, and bring sacrifices of praise to God.
To this end, musicians and others involved in worship leadership perform not for a human
audience, but for God. Their participation must enhance the congregationÕs worship and
turn the congregationÕs eyes toward God. Thus, music and worship leaders areconductors
of the choir of worshiping believers.
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V. How Are We to Worship?

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.
John 4:24

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of GodÕs mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God Ñ this is your
spiritual act of worship. Rom. 12:1

Speak to oneanother with psalms, hymns, andspiritual songs. Sing and
make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians
5:19-20

A. Biblically.

The Bible is the final arbiter of how we are to worship and what may be included in
worship. Chapelgate will not establish any regulations for worship that contradict
Scripture, either explicitly or implicitly. Biblical corporate worship includes these
elements:

Prayer

Scripture readings

Singing (and other forms of God-honoring music)

Responsive readings

Testimonies and other responses to GodÕsWord and works

Offerings

Sermons

Confessions of faith,

Holy vows taken before God

Sacraments of baptism and communion.

These elements should be thematically and seamlessly integrated to drive GodÕs Word
into the hearts of those present and to prompt an appropriate response of repentance,
praise, thanksgiving, adoration, reverence, and awe.

B. In spirit and in truth.

God commands us to worship Him in spirit and in truth. In the context of this command
to theSamaritan woman, Jesus implies that:

GodÕs priority is not for the place of worship but for the motives, attitudes, and
relationship from which it flows. His people may worship him corporately in any
location.

Believers are to worship not in their own strength or for their own purposes, but
according to His spirit and for His glory.
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Worship must be enthusiastic in the original sense of the word: God-focused and
God-centered with the believerÕs whole heart, soul, strength, and mind. (Luke
10:27)

Believers must worship in truth: honestly; genuinely (not merely with words and
lips, Isa. 29:13); humbly, with repentant hearts; acknowledging who He is and
what He has done; in faithful acceptance of His Work; in gratitude; alertly;
perceiving His presence; offering ourselves as living sacrifices to His Lordship É
based on all that isTrue, asrevealed by HisWord.

C. Orderly and understandable.

According to Paul (1 Corin. 14), worship must beorderly and understandable by all who
may witness or participate in it. Everything Òmust be donefor the strengthening of the
church.Ó

D. God commands us to worship Him in song.

1. God delights in song, and He, Himself, sings.

The Lord your God is with you he is mighty to save. He will take great
delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you
with singing. Zephaniah 3:17.

2. Worship, instruct, and encourage one another

Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 direct us to worship, instruct, and encourage one
another with every kind of appropriate song, from formal psalms and hymns to less
formal spiritual songs. In this way, the music of worship constitutes just another vehicle
for biblical instruction. Clearly, God has ordained music to drive hisWord into ourhearts
and to sanctify us. Since God has ordained music, the music used in worship must be
high in quality, although notnecessarily complex.

3. Focus on God

Music, like all aspects of worship, must focus on God, rather than man. For this reason,
the congregation must not regard themusic or any other element of the worship service as
a performance for them. Thus, applause in the worship service is often misdirected and,
at times, inappropriate, since it is offered to the musicians rather than to God. Worship
leaders, pastors, and musicians should make every attempt to help the congregation keep
their focus on the Lord and to direct to Him their responses to the sung or spoken word.

4. Variety in song sources

We encourage the use of a variety of appropriate sound sources, even though the human
corporate voice (the congregational choir) is the essential element. In the Old Testament,
worship included strings, woodwinds, brass, and percussion instruments Ñ all
components of an orchestra (Ps. 150). As with other forms of music, however,
instruments are to beused to lead worshipers in praise and not to distract from it.
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Old Testament worship was not limited to restrained music, but it also included
boisterous musical praise: ÒPraise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with
resounding cymbals.ÓThus, enthusiastic songs of praise accompanied by percussion are
not only permissible, butalso desirable.

5. Emphasis on our relationship with God

In Sunday morning services, we will mainly seek songs that emphasize our relationship
with God (singing to the Lord as in Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Rev. 5:9-10, 12-13), songs
whose lyrics address God and speak of who He is and what He has done, is doing, and
will do, and of His intention to bless the nations; rather than songs which speak of our
own experiences. We will also include songs of relational fellowship (ÒaddressingÓand
Òadmonishing one another,Ó Eph. 5:19 and Col. 3:16), evangelistic purpose (1Cor.
14:24), and historical hymns with sentimental value. We will include songs that call
attention to our reaching out, being ablessing to all nations.

6. Put God’s Word in believers’ hearts

Like other forms of teaching, onegoal of music is to put GodÕs Word in believersÕhearts,
where His Spirit can use it. For this reason, a goodtest of a songÕs fitness for worship is
whether that songÕs lyrics are profitable Òfor teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training
in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
workÓ(2Tim. 3:16). Thus, every song used in worship must beworth memorizing. It is
ChapelgateÕs goal to use music to this end: We desire to help worshipers internalize God-
honoring lyrics so that His Spirit may use them to minister to the believer at home, on the
freeway, at work, and at all times Ñ ÒSing and make music in your heart to the LordÓ
(Eph. 5:19).

7. Musical language appropriate to our worshippers

God desires us to use a musical language that is appropriate for our worshipers. Our
music, like the rest of our worship service, should be sensitive to the culture of the
congregation, using forms and styles that touch the hearts of those who are present,
unless such adaptation involves biblical compromise. Thus, Chapelgate worship will
include a balance of traditional hymns and contemporary songs. We encourage young
people to learn and appreciate the great old hymns (that often contain great lines of
theology) and become acquainted with their rich historic past. Adults should be willing
to learn fresh, new choruses, and recognize that contemporary styles of music are a
particularly effectivemeans of communicating with the nonchurched, new Christians, and
children attending our services. In the spirit of Ephesians 4:1-3 and Philippians 2:4, each
participant in worship must bewilling to respect the tastes of other believers and defer to
their needs; all should bewilling to learn.
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